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impossible should notify the editor and excuse 
himself from the review process. 

Confidentiality 
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Disclosure and Conflict of Interest 
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review must be kept confidential and not used for 
personal advantage. 
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they have conflicts of interest with respect to the 
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responsible for deciding which of the articles 
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editors may be guided by the policies of the journal’s 
editorial board and constrained by such legal 
requirements as shall then be in force regarding libel, 
copyright infringement and plagiarism. The can only 
accept a paper when reasonably certain. In case of any 
doubt, the editor may confer with other editors or the 
editorial board in making this decision. In case when 
errors are found in a published article, the editors 
should promote publication of correction or 
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Fair play 

An editor will at any time evaluate manuscripts for 
their intellectual content without regard to race, 
gender, sexual orientation, religious belief, ethnic 
origin, citizenship, or political philosophy of the 
authors. 

Confidentiality 

The editor and any editorial staff must not disclose 
any information about a submitted manuscript to 

anyone other than the corresponding author, 
reviewers, potential reviewers, other editorial 
advisers, and the publisher, as appropriate. The 
editors are also obliged to preserve anonymity of 
reviewers. 

Disclosure and conflicts of interest 

Unpublished materials disclosed in a submitted 
manuscript must not be used in an editor’s own 
research without the express written consent of the 
author. Editors should have no conflict of interest 
with respect to articles they reject/accept. 

Publishing ethics issues 

The Editorial board is obliged to 
monitoring/safeguarding publishing ethics in the 
review process. In case of noticing any unethical 
behavior in the review process, errors, or omissions, 
anyone should report it to the editor or the publisher 
who are responsible on solving the issue. In case of 
any suspicions of unethical behavior appear, the 
procedure suggested in Elsevier Publishing Ethics 
Resource Kit (PERK) will be followed in order to reach 
a decision or conclusion. Main steps of the procedure 
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Identification of unethical behavior 

Misconduct and unethical behavior may be identified 
and brought to the attention of the editor or publisher 
at any time, by anyone. 

Whoever informs the editor or publisher of such 
conduct should provide sufficient information and 
evidence in order for an investigation to be initiated. 
All allegations should be taken seriously and treated 
in the same way, until a decision or conclusion is 
reached. 

Investigation 

An initial decision should be taken by the editor, who 
should consult with or seek advice from the Editorial 
board or the publisher, if appropriate. 

Evidence should be gathered, while avoiding 
spreading any allegations beyond those who need to 
know. 

Minor breaches 

Minor misconduct might be dealt with between the 
editor and the author, without the need to consult 
more widely. In any event, the author should be given 
the opportunity to respond to any allegations. If the 
author responds and is willing to correct the 
misconduct, the review process may continue. 

Serious breaches 

In case of serious misconduct, the editor should notify 
the author, and withdraw the paper from the further 
procedure of the review process. If the paper is 
already published, the withdrawal notification should 
be published at the web page of the journal, sent to 
author, and in some serious cases the employers of 
the accused should be notified. The editor, in 
consultation with the Editorial board or the publisher, 
should make the decision whether or not to involve 
the employers, either by examining the available 
evidence themselves or by further consultation with a 
limited number of experts. 
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